
 

"Pray, Hope, and Don't Worry!" St. Pio 

May 1, 2020 

Dear Parents, 
  
Today, Michael J. Deegan announced that  Catholic schools in the Arch Diocese of New 
York would remain closed for the school year. While we somewhat expected this 
mandate, it brings several questions and emotions to the forefront.  
  
At  Good Shepherd, we have already had the opportunity to collect feedback from our 
parents, faculty, and students, and hear about the many things that are going well, and 
make adjustments to serve our children better.  We will regularly assess our 
performance as we continue remote-instruction. Thank you for your partnership and 
feedback! 
  
Over the course of the next few weeks,  administration and teachers will meet to 
discuss how we can honor our school traditions and celebrate our many student 
successes. We are committed to recognizing the UPK, Kindergarten, and Eighth Grade 
Classes of 2020, for their many achievements!  
  
As we look towards the new school year of 2020-2021, it is essential to have 
registration numbers to help us plan the curriculum and our staffing needs. If you have 
not yet registered or re-registered, please reach out to Mrs. Kennedy to make 
arrangements; hildakennedy@gsschoolnyc.org. She will gladly make an 
appointment with you for either Tuesday, May 5, or Wednesday, May 6, to complete the 
registration process or collect payment for tuition or fundraising. 

Here are a few updates as of this writing on May 1, 2020: 
• Superintendent Mr. Michael J. Deegan announced schools are closed for the 

remainder of the school year. Remote learning will continue. 
• The week of May 4 is Teacher Appreciation Week! Please have your child send 

words of gratitude to their teachers who love and miss them dearly! 

mailto:hildakennedy@gsschoolnyc.org


• Report Cards for K-8 students were released on Monday, April 27 via email, 
please contact me if you did not receive it; geraldinelavery@gsschoolnyc.org 

• All grades and credit earned will continue to count toward graduation for our 
Eighth-Grade students. 

• Communion and Confirmation dates are not yet confirmed. Father Michael will 
update us accordingly. 

• Kindergarten Registration and Re-registration are ongoing.  Please email Mrs. 
Kennedy  hildakennedy@gsschoolnyc.org your intentions for next year.  
Scholarships for Kindergarten are available.  

• April Tuition is past due 

I want to acknowledge that our journey towards the end of the school year will be 
different, and will remain challenging. We all miss being together but know that we must 
do our part to slow the spread of COVID-19. We will proceed with faith, not fear. As 
always, I am deeply grateful for your partnership as we re-define "school" during this 
pandemic. I know I can rely on each member of our community to band together, even 
when we're apart. Please count on my continued prayers for you and your loved ones. 

Stay safe and well -  

Kindest Regards, 

Mrs. Geraldine Lavery 
Principal 

geraldinelavery@gsschoolnyc.org 
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