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Dear Alumni and Friends, 

 

As the 2016-2017 academic year gains momentum, I would like to share with you an update 

about all the great things going on at Good Shepherd School.  

 

Over the summer, GSS developed and hosted a Robotics program moderated by GSS 

Technology Instructor, Mr. Arismendy Ovalle ’89, and GSS 7
th

 grade teacher, Ms. Meghan 

Ginley. In the new school year, we will be incorporating Robotics into the curriculum as part of 

Technology lessons for students in grades 5 to 8. Thanks to a gift of Robotics equipment from 

the Chapin School in New York City, which was facilitated by Mrs. Mary Rafferty, who is the 

Head of Middle School Division at the Chapin School and serves on the Friends of Good 

Shepherd School Board of Directors (FoGSS). We are excited to incorporate another STEM 

component into the GSS curriculum.  

 

Additionally, we will be offering Technology courses to all students from Kindergarten to 8
th

 

grade. For students in the lower grades, we will use this lesson-time in the Computer Lab as an 

opportunity for additional literacy coaching. Last year, GSS signed up to participate in 

Archieve3000, a program designed to improve students literacy abilities by assessing their 

strengths and weaknesses and then proceeding to develop a tailored set of instruction plans to 

address these issues. We are pleased to integrate our literacy and technology curricula.  

 

GSS students never stop striving for excellence and this is true in the summer, too! GSS 6
th

 grade 

student, Jeremiah Alonso, who participated in the Summer REACH Program at the University of 

Scranton in Scranton, PA. The all-costs-paid program is sponsored by Regis High School. 

Embracing a well-rounded curriculum of academics, athletics, and the arts, REACH is designed 

as an outreach program intended to challenge students to study more advanced concepts across 

all subjects in preparation for a possible education at Regis. 

 

Thanks to a grant from FoGSS and the Archdiocese of NY, GSS will begin using Google 

ChromeBooks, a laptop-based program meant to engage students by offering them access to     

of-the-moment curriculum and improved pedagogical techniques. It is hoped that with the 

Google ChromeBooks program we will be able to trim some textbook expenses, too. This 

implementation is being done in conjunction with a grant from Classroom, Inc. which will enable 

us to further combine our literacy and technology curricula. Classroom, Inc. is a nonprofit that 

helps students in high-poverty communities develop literacy and leadership skills. By creating 

digital learning games and curriculum set in the professional world and supporting educators in 

creating student-centered classrooms, it is structured to allow students to take charge of their 
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learning. The faculty leaders for this program is our 4
th

 grade teacher, Ms. Caitlin Lee, and our 

8
th

 grade teacher, Ms. Meghan Ginley.  

 

Enrollment is up! With the addition of a tuition-based class, we were able to open a new section 

in our Early Childhood Education Division dedicated to instructing 3 and 4 year old students. 

This group is in addition to our Pre-K3 class and the two sections of Universal Pre-K we have at 

GSS. It speaks volumes about the desire our parents have to give their children the best 

education possible! Enrollment stands at nearly 300 students.  

 

Owing to growing enrollment and a sincere desire to meet our students’ needs, GSS has been 

able to secure the services of a school counsellor through a program operated by the Archdiocese 

of New York - ADAPP, or Archdiocese Drug Abuse Prevention Program. Having a counsellor 

will provide a support network for school personnel as we endeavor to identify problems in the 

student community, address their concerns, and roll-out an aggressive anti-bullying initiative.       

 

We are pleased to welcome four new teachers to the GSS community: Ms. Meghan Farrell 

(PreK-3), Ms. Kerry Young (Kindergarten), Mr. Robert Pizzuto (1
st
 grade), and Mr. Jonathan 

Kaplan (3
rd

 grade). Welcome, aboard!  

 

It is inspiring and exciting to see the building come to life with the return of our students. From 

the crowded Auditorium that begins the day with our Morning Assembly to the last bell when 

students fill Isham Street as they leave the building, truly, GSS is a happy hive of activity. 

 

Regards, 

 

Mrs. Geraldine M. Lavery, 

GSS Principal  


